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THE FILMING 

FOR "MY LOVE 

cos q WITH A STAR 

GOOD WORK — BEGINS NOW" 
EVERYONE! ; | \ ISA wrap! 
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LET'S CUT ial YOU SAID 


STRAIGHT TO 3 IT, AKANE. NO 
THE CHASE... i COMPLAINTS 


ABOUT THAT. 








FELT LIKE A 
PAI 
SI 


i NATURAL 
YUKI'S ALREADY ITS NORMAL FOR OF THE SH 
6: 


BEEN THROUGH RESSION 
SEVERAL. TM T00 
FOCUSED ON 
MY CAREER 
FOR A BOy- 
FRIEND... 





RT 
IOW'S i 
PROG! . 
TO LET THAT f |i 
HAPPEN... = 


AND I'VE 


WORK IS 
THE KIDS NEVER HAD 


SERIOLISLY, 
; RIEND / 
FROM HER ae, Oe REALLY, TRULY MY 


NUMBER ONE 
YOU KNOW. ‘ pci 





AND ANY . | MODELS 
IDOLS WHO USE | GET AROUND 
BUT THERE THEIR PURITY TO AND IDOLS DON'T LESS THAN 
ARE OCCASIONAL MARKET THEMSELVES . TEND TO HAVE MORE = YOU'D THINK 
SCANDALS 60, WOULD SEEMINGLY . EXPERIENCE THAN 
“ BE PRETTY py MOST PEOPLE. 


CHASTE... 


















WITH THAT 
SAID, IT WON'T 
BE CONSIDERED A 
SCANDAL IF ROMAN- 
TIC RELATIONSHIPS 
ARE FORMED AS 
A RESULT OF 
THIS SHOW. 











WE WANT YUP, 
YOU TO TREAT 
THIS SHOW AS 
AN OPPOR- 

TUNITY. 






THE SHOW'S 
STAFF WON'T 
INTERFERE 
ANYMORE 


OUT OR BREAK 
UP AS YOU 
SEE FIT. 





COUPLES WHO 
CONTINUED TO 
DATE AND EVEN- 
(ioe ( TUALLY GOT 
AND THERE ; ‘ MARRIED. 

ARE THOSE WHO . 
ONLY KEEP UP THE 

APPEARANCE OF 

BEING A COUPLE 

FOR SEVERAL 


DECIDE FOR 
YOURSELF 
WHAT YOU 


















THERE 
ARE A LOT 
OF BAD ADULTS IN 
THIS INDUSTRY WHO 
JUST WANT TO USE 
YOUR TALENTS AND 
THEN THROW 
YOU AWAY. 


THOSE J THERE 
WHO GET y ARE ALSO MANY 
EASILY SWEPT - ’ OPPORTUNITIES 
BY THE FLOW WILL “i ANY} THAT MAY SEEM 
ALWAYS END UP at ih Ah Lay TEMPTING... 
IN THE DEPTHS ; 
OF HELL. 


AND 
THAT'S THE 
SPEAKING Fy r ADVICE FROM 


OF WHICH... THIS BAD ADULT 
RIGHT HERE. 


DID THE 
BAD KID 

















I SURE DIDN'T 
MAKE A MISTAKE BY 
GETTING YOU ON THE 

SHOW, DID I? 










THAT IT WAS 
YOU WHO HAD A 
HAND IN RESOLv- 
ING EVERYTHING 
AFTERWARDS, 





THEY 
WERE ALL 
LIKE, “WHAT IS. 
THE MEANING 
OF THIS?” 






















ITS AN 
IRON-CLAD 
RULE IN THE 
INDUSTRY THAT 
RAW FOOTAGE 
SHOULD NEVER 
BE LEAKED TO 
THE PUBLIC. 





LOVENOW 
GOT POSITIVE 
REVIEWS. 





I WONDER 
THOUGH... 













IT SEEMS 
TO ME THAT 
THE INCIDENT 

WITH AKANE IS 

WHAT PUT THE 
SHOW IN THE 

LIMELIGHT. 





THE 
HIGHER-LIPS 
ARE UNHAPPY 


THERE WAS 
EVEN TALK ABOUT 
SUING STRAWBERRY 
PRODUCTIONS FOR 
DAMAGES. 


We 
PROPERLY 
CARRIED OUT 
OUR WORK TO THE 
LETTER OF THE 


THAT'S WHY 


THE VIDEO WAS 
UPLOADED ON 
THE OFFICIAL 


ACCOUNTS. 


JUST 
BECAUSE 
YOU'RE A CAST 
MEMBER DOESN'T 
MEAN THAT YOU 
CAN BREAK 
THAT TA- 


BUT 
THAT DIDN'T 
HAPPEN... 


IT WAS 
WRITTEN ON THE 
CONTRACT THAT 

CAST MEMBERS ARE 
ALLOWED TO UPLOAD 
BEHIND-THE-SCENES 
FOOTAGE ON THE 
SHOW'S OFFICIAL 
SOCIAL MEDIA 
ACCOUNTS. 























NOW 
IT'S MY 
TURN. YOU'LL 
GET YOUR 
PAYMENT. 


TLL 
SHARE SOME 


DELICIOUS INSIDER 
INFO ABOULIT Al 
WITH You. 


YOU'RE A 
SHREWD ONE, 
AREN'T YOU? 


YOU FUL- 
FILLED YOUR 
END OF THE 

BARGAIN. 


ARE 
YOU FREE 
NEXT WEEK 
FOR SOME 
SUSHI? 














I KNOW 
THAT, BUT... 


WE'LL HAVE 
TO ACT ASA 
COUPLE FOR 


Ti? tg our 
LI RELATION- 
SHIP. 


|| 4 
ELE: 
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I KNOW 
AT LEAST 
THAT MUCH 
ABOUT 
YOU. 










KUN, YOU 
DON'T SEE 


YOU PROBABLY 
BUT HAD A THING FOR 
YOU DON'T THE CHARACTER I 
HAVE ANY WAS ACTING AG... 
INTEREST IN 
THE ACTUAL 
ME, DO 
YOU? 





























BECAUSE 


WE ALREADY 
HAVE YUKI AND 


REAL RELATION- 
SHIP. 


YUKI AND 


NOBU-KLIN eS 
STARTED DATING oe EY 0? 
EACH OTHER. \ none 


YOU NOT 





ARE YOU 
SERIOUS? 


BUT DIDN'T 
SHE DUMP 


: HIM DURING 
BUT THAT'S \ a FILMING... 


WHAT T LIKE 
ABOUT YUKI. 


















































WALKABLE 
DISTANCE 
AFTER 


WELL, 
MANY PEOPLE 
IN THE INDUSTRY 
LIVE IN THIS 





| REALLY 
LOVED WORKING tii) 

WITH EVERYONE //// 
ON THIS SET. ! 





























MEM, 


\ YOU'RE NOT 


TAKING THE 


I DIDN'T THINK 
YOU'D LIVE THIS 
CLOSE TO ME. 





YOU'RE 
AKANE'S 
BOYFRIEND 
AFTER ALL. 


TO GET SERIOUS 
EVENTUALLY, 


EVERYONE 
ASPIRES TO }¥ 
BE LIKE B- 3 
AREN'T FROM 
KOMACHI! THE B-KOMACHI 
GENERATION... 


EVEN THEN 
ISN'T IT FINE 


rein 
Hh UKE THIS FOR fl 


STARTERS? 


THOUGH YOU 


Ml turnev eeigut 


RED WHEN AKANE 
ACTED LIKE Al. 





BUT STUFF 
HAPPENED 
AND IT DIDN'T 
WORK OLIT. 




















jj) ))\ \) Tae Revive 
Zgs | |\‘@ kone. 


I$ CURRENTLY 
Peed RECRUITING, 





(@ AFTER THE REALITY SHOW'S WRAP PARTY... 


THE NEW 
B-KOMACHI... 


\ 


IS CURRENTLY 
RECRUITING. 


I) RR | 
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KIDDING...? 

































































| STRAWBERRY ap 
| PRopucrions utp, 
) | sartou | 
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ON TOP OF 
YOUR 370,000 
IT SEEMS YOU BOAST YOUTUBE SUB- 
YOu'vE BUILT AN IMPRESSIVE SCRIBERS, 
UP QUITE THE 638,000 TIK TOK 
FANBASE. FOLLOWERS. 


















Gee I NEED To ASK 
GETTING 
ta HELP FROM CR Less AN | THOUGH, WHAT 
7 AN AGENCY \ EPENDENT | AGENCY ARE YOLI 
NOT AN \ STREAMER... 
CALLED \ AFFILIATED WITH? 
EXCLUSIVE FARM. \ 
RELATION- a 
SHIP, WE'RE 
MORE LIKE 
BUSINESS 
PARTNERS. 


















UNDER THE 












IN THAT CASE, 





YOU CAN JUST TELL TERMS OF MY 
THEM STRAWBERRY CONTRACT, I'M 
PRODUCTIONS WANTS TOTALLY FREE 
TO REQUEST YOUR TO ACCEPT | 
SERVICES IN THE ANY WORK 4 
FORM OF IDOL T WANT... 


ACTIVITIES. 















YOUR 
col 





SHOULD BE 
NO PROB- 








/| LOT OF ONLINE 
| ENTERTAINERS... 





EVEN SO, 
THAT'S JUST 
ONE BRIDGE 


WELL, I CAN 
GUESS WHERE 
THIS IS GOING 

ANYWAY. 

















BUT 
THAT'S NOT 

NO NEED TO }//\ ENOUGH To © YOUNG 

BE AFRAID. : 


INDEPENDENT 
YOu FEMALE TALENTS 
DON'T NEED TEND TO LIE ABOUT 
TO WORRY THEIR AGE A BIT. 
TOO MUCH. 


























JUST 
COME CLEA 
ALREADY. pm 
NN 
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i 
Vi 
\ Wi 
{ 
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mk 


mew (et 


THAVE MY 1//// 


I THOUGHT 
IT WOULD BE 
BETTER TO GET 
A JOB STRAIGHT 
OUT OF HIGH- 
SCHOOL 


i 
(| 
4 $0, YOU'RE 
A 25-YEAR-OLD 
PRETENDING TO BE 
A HIGHSCHOOLER 
\ TO GET ON TELE- 
VISION... 


WE WERE A 
SINGLE-MOTHER 
HOUSEHOLD 
WITH THREE 
KIDS... 








SHE 
OVERWORKED 
HERSELF AND 

ENDED UP IN THE 
HOSPITAL... 







DON'T WORRY 
ABOUT THAT! 
CHASE YOUR 
DREAMS! 


sol 
STARTED TO 
APPLY FOR 
AUDITIONS. 


IN MY THIRD 
YEAR OF HIGH 





SO I PULLED = ea { MY TWO LITTLE 
OUT OF THE at ‘ BROTHERS TO GO 
AUDITION... ) i TO COLLEGE... 


iW | i I WANTED 


DROP- 
PED OUT OF 


HIGH SCHOOL, 
AND STARTED 
WORKING... 
amore ee ReneS A 


| EARNED 
MONEY THROUGH 
PART-TIME JOBS 
AND PLACES LIKE 
GIRLS' BARS... 





AND MY 
MOM GOT 
BETTER. 





IF YOU'RE 
OLDER THAN 
20, YOU WON'T OUR SOCIETY 
EVEN MAKE THE TREATS GIRLS 
ENTRY REQUIRE- OVER 20 AS 
MENT FOR ANY OLD LADIES... 
AUDITION. 


BY THE 
TIME I WAS 
IN A POSITION 
TO CHASE MY 
DREAM.. 


HAVING 
LOST MY GOALS, 
I THREW MYSELF 
INTO STREAMING. 


THAT TIME, T 
WAS TECHNICALLY 
STILL ON BREAK 

FROM HIGH 











THE RE- 
CEPTION WAS 
BETTER THAN 


\ UP TREMEN- 
\\ \ DOUSLY! 

















\y ny GK. 
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X \ ee 























SEEMS 
LIKE MORE 
THAN A 





THERE SHE 
GOES AGAIN 
WITH HER 


IDEALISM... 


























HEY WHAT ; 
ABOUT GETTING 
SOMETHING 


MEMCHO 
JOINED 
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VOLUME 3 IN 
STORES FROM : 
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IS ALREADY 
OVER. 


How DO |\ \\\ HAAN |||) | \ 
e I FEEL? \ \\ 1 
| \\ Wy Kiss ow 1v 
\ \\ ns fee) 
\ > A \ \ IY \S Y 


| MES WORSE 


THAN WATCHING 
SIBLINGS KISS 
ON SCREEN 














HEY HEY, HOW 
DO YOU FEEL 
ABOUT SEEIN’ 


WAC IMAGINE ANY- 
SAY THING BEsings 

: SAL SUPER CON 
\ FLICTED? 














YOU WATCH 
Wh LOVENOW TOO, 
SHIRANUI? 





YEAH, IT WAS 


INTERESTING 


I THINK MY 
EYESIGHT GOT 


SAYS SOME- 
HALF A DEGREE THING LIKE 








WISH THE PERSONALLY, 
IF I WERE GUYS HAD I WANTED To 
ONE OF THEM BEEN MORE SEE MEMCHO'S 
T DEFINITELY AGGRES- LOVESTRLICK 
WOULD HAVE FACE. 
HAD My WAY 
WITH HER... 














ik 








THERE ARE 

QUITE A LOT 
OF CELEBS 

LIKE THAT. 


IT’S HARD 

FOR A GIRL 
ail es 10 GET POPULAR 
BECAUSE I a Chir Ee BY BEING FLINNY, 
as KNOW AQUA JOKING AROUND IF BECALISE INSTEAD 
Fie PERSONALLY, thes "YOU'RE SELLING Amr TMe, MEN 
BUT HE MADE OWS ne YOURSELF ON SW CRM MEN 

FEELS THAT MY HEART pe Mi WW JAQDESTY. WILL FEEL THE 

Way. i oY NEED TO COM- 














WELL EVERY- He WAS A Few 
ONE KNOWS HE'S ADMIRERS ON THE eas 
TAKEN, SO THEY'RE ENTERTAINMENT ee a 
BIDING THEIR TIME SIDE TOO. 

FOR NOW, 


LOVENOW 
WAS ACTUALLY 
QUITE HIGH 
PROFILE. 


IT WILL 
NO DOUBT 
END UP BEING 
AN IMPORTANT 
CHAPTER IN MY 
BROTHERS 
STORY. 





BUT IT ALSO 
HAD _A BIG 


FLUENCE O} 
B-Komachi Channel! REM AL SUBSCRIBE 


HOME VIDEOS PLAY} CHANNELS ABOUT 


Hey first timers! 
If you're a B-Komachi newbie, first check out these videos... Ww 


PP." A, a ee 











WE WERE 
ABLE TO 
UPLOAD MUCH 
MORE PRO- 
FESSIONAL 
CONTENT. 


T'VE LINKED 
IT FROM MY 


50 I'D 
BE WORRIED CHANNEL. 


IF WE DIDN'T 
GET AT LEAST 


EMCHO’S wD 


ADDITION... fa \AN 





THE 
PRESIDENT 
HAS CONTACTED 
SOME ARTISTS 
SHE KNOWS 
FOR HELP. 


by Tithe 


\ Se Ream, 


WE STILL 


SO LET'S 
JUST CHILL 


“B-KOMACHI" 
ALREADY HAS 
SONGS, RIGHT? 





IF 
POSSIBLE, 
I'D LIKE TO 
UPLOAD A 

MUSIC 





DID you 
FORGET WE'RE 
“B-KOMACHI"? 


WE 
HAVEN'T 
UPLOADED 
ANYTHING 
EXCEPT A 
SELF-INTRO- 
DUCTION 


THERE'S 
NOTHING WE 
CAN DO UNTIL 





MEMCHO, 
YOU'RE A WE CAN 
GENIUS! =} /\ SUST USE THE 


OLD SONGS! 


PRACTICE Is | 
STARTING! 























THERE ARE 
30 SONG AND 
DANCE ROUTINES 


TELL ME WE'RE Z 
4 REMAINING FROM 
GONNA MEMORIZE = ——— THE RECOR- 


ALL OF THEM... 


MATCH THE 
MOTIVATION 
OF THOSE TWO 
IDOL OTAKU... 





























iy f 
Vy 
/ oy YOU'VE BEEN 
fh, | ACTING LIKE THIS 
A TOWARDS ME A 
LOT LATELY. 


ee oa ‘ 
yi 








Wl 














IF 
YOU KEEP 
IT UP, EVEN 
TLL FEEL 











































































































DISCUSSING 
WHY DO you THIS STUFF... 
WANT TO HEAR 
ABOLIT Al SO FEELS LIKE 
it - DIGGING UP 

SOMEONE'S 


























LESSLY 
OBSESSED 


vO 
YOU NEED 
ANY OTHER 
REASON? 





KNOWING 
THE TRUTH 
ALWAYS SHAT- 
TERS A FAN'S 
ILLUSIONS. 
THERE 
ARE NO 
EXCEPTIONS 


WE ATTACH THE 
BEAUTIFUL LIES INDUSTRY 
TO BEAUTIFUL OF SHOW 


AND CREATE 
A FANTASY THAT 
DOESN'T EXIST 
IN REALITY. 


EVEN 
THOUGH THIS 
IS SOMETHING 
THAT YOU'D BE 

BETTER OFF NOT 
KNOWING AS 
A FAN. 


I SEE TI 
CAN'T TALK 
YOU OUT OF 








PEOPLE Ss = BUSINESS IS 


A BATTLE OF 
BLUFFING. 


ITS 
BASICALLY 
THE SAME 

KIND OF THING 
YOU DO TO SELL 
YOURSELF IN 














AS I SAID 
PREVIOUSLY, 
I WORKED WITH 
Al ON VARIOUS 


AT 
THAT TIME, Al 
WAS A BUMPKIN 
WHO HAD JUST 
ARRIVED FROM 
THE COUNTRY- 
SIDE. 


SHE HAD 
NO PROFES- 
SIONALISM, 





AND CAME TO 
THE WORKPLACE 
WEARING CHEAP 
CLOTHING THAT 
DIDN'T FIT HER. 














T INTRODUCED 
HER TO THE WORK- 
SHOP OF A CERTAIN 

THEATER TROUPE. 


THOUGHT 


I'D GIVE 
HER A BIT 
OF HELP. 

















WENT TO WHEN 
I WAS IN 
COLLEGE. 










IT'S CALLED 
“THE LALALIE 
THEATRICAL 
COMPANY". 





\ : THE LALALIE 

\ THEATRICAL 
AKANE '6 THER K : COMPANY, SAID 
YOUNG RISING fh 3 TO ONLY Have 


STAR. 


THE THEATER 
NT Gt AKANE BE 
WASN'T QUITE : oe 
AS FAMOUS ig 5 , 
BACK THEN. 5 






































The Halgerda okinawa is a species of sea slug. It was originally discovered in 1997 and 
described (Carlson & Hoff, 2000) from Okinawa, but records of it in Indonesia and East 
Timor suggest a wider distribution. Its body length is about 70~120mm. 


In Japan, itis known as 4 Y2—AykVS > lit. Internet Sea Slug). It got its name 
from the lines on its body which resembles a diagram of a computer network. The term 
‘internet’ was more or less a novelty at the time it was discovered, so the sea slug was 
called “Internet” somewhat carelessly. But eventually the name stuck, and inadvertently 
became a name that was easily remembered. and also reflected well on the era it was 
discovered. 


References: 
1. Carlson, C.H. & P.J. Hoff. (2000) Three new Pacific species of Halgerda (Opisthobranchia: Nudibranchia: 
Doridoidea). The Veliger 43(2):154-163. 

5 Ea Nate 246085 5 
2. Sea Slug Forum - Halgerda okinawa, Carlson & Hoff 2000 hitp://www.seaslugforum.net/find/halgokin 
3. Sea Slug Forum - Halgerda okinawa from Indonesia, 2006 http://www.seaslugforum.net/find/16823 
4. List of organisms with weird (Japanese) names: https://www jiji. com/ic/g?cid=6404 
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THEATRICAL 
COMPANY. 








~ i Nit! AFTER Al 

AND LIKE I _ | STARTED GOING 
MENTIONED BEFORE, NRE | i Wr TO THEIR WORKSHOP, 
SHE STARTED ASKING oY | N\ |) SHE STARTED PAYING 
ME FOR RESTAURANT y, i MORE ATTENTION TO 
RECOMMENDATIONS. |) y i \F HER APPEARANCE. 


IN 


THE LOVE AFFAIR THAT CHANGED HER LIFE, HAPPENED AT THAT THEATER GROUP? @) 


ACTUALLY 
KNOW WHO 
SHE FELL 


I CAN STILL 
RECALL HOW 
THAT GIRLS FACE 
CHANGED INTO 
A WOMAN'S. 








TO THE HEAD OF 
THE GROUP. 


TM JUST A 
FAILED ACTOR 
WITH NOTHING 
TO SHOW FOR 

HIMSELF. 


















AS YOU ARE 
WELL AWARE, 

THE EXCHANGE OF 
FAVORS BETWEEN THE 
PRODUCTION SIDE AND 
THE TALENT AGENCIES 

HAS A BIG EFFECT 

ON THE CASTING 
PROCESS... 








THAT AFFECTS 
YOUR PROFIT MARGIN 
BY HUNDREDS OF 
MILLIONS OF YEN. 





















DOESN'T 
THAT MAKE THIS 
40,000 YEN SUSHI 
FEEL LIKE SMALL- 
CHANGE? 










IF YOU BY MAKING 
WENT ON YOU INDEBTED 
TO BECOME I COULD TO ME... 












A HEADLINE GAIN A BIG 


DONG THe STAR THAT ADVANTAGE 
SUST FOR YOU Is. FOR MYSELF IN 
‘ ANY CASTING 







OF COURSE. 
































THIS NEW 
B-KOMACHI 
GROUP YOU'VE 









I CAN SEE THE 
SAME POTENTIAL 
IN ARIMA KANA 
AND MEMCHO. 






HAS PIQUED 
MY INTEREST. 


THIS COULD 
BE A VERY 
PROFITABLE 
INVESTMENT. 











Wy) sa90y 
\\ iWot Fes ON 
j| wal” AS 


HE SAYS HE 
HAS A CON- 
NECTION THAT 
CAN GET US ON 
STAGE, IF WE'RE 
RESTED. 















I DON'T THINK 
PEOPLE WILL TAKE 
KINDLY TO THIS 
THOUGH... 












I'S JFL 
FLPL |i 
HOW if os 
AWESOME Vis 
/S IT THAT if 
WE CAN HAVE =e 
OUR FIRST PER- , 
FORMANCE AT u 
SUCH A HUGE 
EVENT! 


THEY'LL 
SAY IT'S NEP- 












THAT'S JUST 
BECAUSE YOU 
STOLE THE NAME, 
YOU KNOW. 


WE'RE FINE! 
THE INHER- 
/TORS OF THE 





IF WE 
i I DON'T 
YOU'RE NOT DON'T TAKE , coe ie 
WRONG THIS SHOT, WE'D ion Reco 
HAVE TO RECON- 


SIDER WHAT WE'RE [SS MOST NOT TO DO IT 
EVEN TRYING TO S GROUPS SPEND ACTUALLY. 


ACCOMPLISH. “| YEARS WORKING 
FOR THIS OP- 
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yy \\ 

KY THis Is 
MY JOB 


renee 


“p x Nh 
y | I/}) I 
Ay ar ~ y 

~ \ \ v Ke 
Y “ 9 ff 
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FACES TELL oo 5 
A DIFFERENT ZN A. Yn 


NO, NO, I'VE | SHOULD 


/ | \ GOT THE MOST 
J) |\\\ ACTUAL WORK 
fy||). EXPERIENCE! 


ELL (es i Beco z 
™ bay 4 
Nae \, UPN SHE'S BEEN 
\ Sy ON TONS OF 
SoZ MUSIC SHOWS, AND 
EVEN GOT N 
| BER ONE ON THE 


ORICON CHARTS 
WITH PEPPER 


wyONé WHO 
sates ca 38 
peer PAN 


SHOULD GO 
TO KANA. 





THE SINGING 
WAS EVER SO 
SLIGHTLY 


OFF KEY, 








THEY MADE 
US DANCE TO 
IT IN KINDER- 















ACTUALLY, 
T THINK 
WHAT REALLY 








HOW 
ABOUT WE 







BRING 
IT ON! DECIDE WITH 
A KARAOKE CENTER ISN'T 
HOLDING A MIC 
SHE'LL NEVER 






TRULY SHINE. 











THE 
CENTER IS 
THE FACE OF | 4 
THE GROUP, 
RIGHT? 


YOU'LL 
NEVER GET 


ANY FANS IF 
YOU PUT ME 
THERE. 


DO You 
THINK T'VE ONE-HIT 
BEEN CLINGING WONDER 
ONTO THIS CHILD WHO 
JUST BY INDUSTRY 
ACTING ALL 
THIS TIME? 





I MEAN, I'M 
A GIRL WHO 
KEEPS GETTING 


oe AFTER ALL, 


WHO WOULD 
WANT 10 SPEND 
TOLTHED HUSSY. 
COMETO LIKE ME. 


THIN 
I BELIEVE 
TODAY W 


SWEET 

ASNT 

PROFITABLE 
EITHER! 





I'VE TRIED 
ALL SORTS 
OF THINGS AND 
NONE OF THEM 
WORKED. 


THE POINT 
1S THAT ARINA 

KANA DOES NOT 
HAVE A FAN- 


MEMCHO 
AP PET HAS TONS 


F 5 
YOUTHFUL FACE 
OF YOURS, 1 SCRIBERS.. 


COULD BE 
A BIG HIT. 


NOBODY 


CARES ABOUT 
DEBBIE DOWN- 
ERS LIKE ME. 


I THINK 
YOU'RE 
SOMETHING BEING VERY 
HAPPEN? HARD ON 
YOURSELF 
LATELY. 























































YOU'RE NOT 
A DOWNER... 











CUTE AND 
SWEET GIRLS 
LIKE YOU.. 





NOW GO 
HAVE YOUR 
KARAOKE OR 
WHATEVER 
AND DECIDE 
BETWEEN 
THE TWO 





MY BROTHER 
NEVER COMPLI- 
MENTS ANYONE, 
BUT HE CALLED 

YOU CUTE 
DIDN'T HE? 


JUST 
THINK OF ME 
AS FILLER. 


WORRY TOO 
MUCH. 












SOB CELEBRITIES 
INOTICING, PREMINGZ] ARE PAINS IN 
COOL LY? THe A686, 


I FEEL FOR EVERY- 
, SORRY FOR THING... 
BROTHERS: Z WHOEVER 
(ASTEIIN] WHESES GETS STUCK 


BEING YOUR 
BOYFRIEND. 


COME Jo 
V5 A BIT LaTEe! /, 
i i 































































































Sy 


HELPING YOU 
THOUGH! 


LALA 


S/ZZ2 
= 


S 


SSN 


WE SHOULD HAHHH... 
HAVE PRACTICED 


) OUR SINGING 
ciate It iF you Y TAY MORE, 
DIDN'T LUMP ME | 

IN WITH YOU... Ziiia\ || 
\ s { Ai S 













YOU'RE 
QUITE THE 
CHARACTER. 






HOW 
ABOUT PEPPER 
WORKOUT? 





NO IDEA. 





YOU'RE WAY 
TOO HARD ON 
YOURSELF... 





























vy, 
Vy 
ff 


me A: 
ey 
PREPARE FOR 

THEIR FIRST 





B-KOMACHI'S 
CENTER POSITION 
AT SIF WILL BE NONE 
OTHER THAN ARIMA 
KANA-CHAN! 








FIRST OF 


ALL, TUR 
THAT DAMN 
CAMERA 
OFF. 


Hi ¢ ° SE HE "I 


a1 ee 


























I'VE 
SAID ITA 
THOUSAND 








I DON'T 
WANT TO BE 
THE CENTER 
























































IF THAT A GULLI- 
yOu FILMED «BLE GIRL LIKE 
SOME SORT ME WOLILON'T 
OF PROOF of BE ABLE TO 
ME BEING THE REFUSE... 
CENTER GIRL IN 
ONE OF OUR 
VIDEOS? 


q 







































































AND AGREED 
WATCHED Ha AER 
THE MUSIC t 
VIDEOS THAT AS 
YOU MADE. 


IT WAS 
THEN WHEN 
IE MUSI 














YOU'VE 
WATCHED 
THEM, 
HUH... 





| Just 
| \ BECAUSE PEPPER 
WORKOUT DID BET- 
TER THAN EXPECTED, 
EVERYONE MISTAKENLY 





IT ENDED IN THOUGHT I WOULD | 
DISASTER FOR | ; ee | DO WELL AS A 
ALL OF US. ee | SINGER... 
ANG u u 
! 
| /” 
jul 
y Ly” 





















































Just 
FORGET 
A DARK ABOUT 
NO, THE yOu 
SALES FIGURES DIDN'T eM bed THEY'RE THEM 
WERE REALLY HAVE TO WOW TO Keep —-SUST RELICS 
LAUIGHABLE. PUT IT LIKE EARNING OF MY LOST 
& THAT... MONEY. YEARS... 
EVERYONE z | 
| INVOLVED IN IT ei | 
REALLY WANTS 
0 FORGET 
THAT IT EVER 
HAPPENED. | 
— aa > | 
i 5 7 





























IT'S NOT 
HAPPEN- 
ING! 


Ay ARE YOU 
SAN) TAKING ME 
m FORAN 


l010T? 


IWwonT I h jf 

BRING IT GOT CARRIED YY 
up ANy AWAY THERE. [/>e\\\I! 
MORE. A 






































Go 
) | KANA A P WOW, THAT 
| WAS GREAT 
in 4 oun en ; WASN'T IT? 
inp { | 4) | 
} uf yy by IMA 1] Y, 
j ead Hl 
AHHH i | | 
I CAN'T GUESS | 
ie : THAT SETTLES — ]t! 
A 00?) OUR LINEUP =| 
Ways LIKE Ny FOR SIF! = fi 
THIS.uf TR b | 
a l lt 
ire | 










I KNEW 
FROM THE 
START THAT IT 
WOULD TURN 






I CAN'T 
BELIEVE SOME- 
ONE AIMING TO 














YOUR SINGING 
FEELS LIKE YOU'VE 
JUST BEEN GETTING 
BY ON YOUR GOOD 
LOOKS UNTIL NOW. 


SINGING. 





WELL... 






I NEVER 
THOUGHT WE 
COULD TURN 






THINGS AROUND 
CONSIDERING THE 
HELLISH ATMOS- 
PHERE WE HAD 
EARLIER... 














I REALLY 
DON’T WANT 
70 DO IT. 


CERTAINLY, 
THIS MEANS 
THAT I WOULD 
BE THE BEST 
CHOICE TO DO 
THE JOB. 


WHAT 
CAN I SAY, 
YOU GIRLS 


CAN'T GET 


WHY DO I ALWAYS 
SAY THE OPPOSITE OF 
WHAT I FEEL? 





















































MT TT 
a) 


wy 
=| 
HE 

MENTIONED PIEYON WAS 

PROFESSIONAL IN HIS VIDEOS PREVIOUSLY A 


VIEWPOINT, WHAT THAT HE HAS PROFESSIONAL 
DO YOU THINK DANCER. 





IT'S 
NOT UN- 
COMMON TO 
SEE IDOLS AT 
BUT IF YOU YOUR LEVEL 
REALLY WANT TAKE THE 
TO BE TAKEN 
SERIOUSLY... 


FIRST 
UP 1S YOUR 


THEN 
WHILE 
YOU'RE 
FATIGUED, 
PERFORM 
YOUR ENTIRE (2 
SETLIST 3 
TIMES. 





WOULDN'T IT 
BE COOL IF WE 
SPUN TOWARDS 
THE RIGHT HERE 
AND SWAPPED 

POSITIONS!? 


I WON- : . \ THE CHOREO 
DER WHERE . a”? 
THEY GET ALL 
THAT ENERGY 
FROM... 











BECOMING 
AN IDOL? 


I DON'T FEEL 
MOTIVATED TO BE 


BUTI 
THINK I'M 
NOT CUT 
OUT FOR 

THIS. 


DO YOU 
PERHAPS HAVE 
REGRETG... 


THIS WAS 
MY DECISION, 
SO I DON'T FEEL 
REGRET OR 
ANYTHING. 











IT MEANS 
BEING THE — 
FACE OF THE SINGING 


GROUP... IS REALLY 


BUT SOMEONE 
LIKE ME DOESN'T 
BELONG IN THE YOU DISLIKE 
SPOTLIGHT. BEING THE 
CENTER SO 








WHEN 

THEY HAVE EVERYONE FRANKLY, I YOU MEAN, 

NO IDEA WHAT ONLY KNOWS THINK ARIMA "SOMEONE 

THEY ARE HOW TO MAKE KANA IS LIKE ME"? 
TALKING = fee SUCH IRRESPON- 
SIBLE REMARKS 





WHAT 
DO YOU 
EVEN KNOW 
ABOUT 
ME? 





You YOU'RE A 
FEEL HAP- HARD WORKER 
PIER WHEN THE WHO NEVER SkIPS 
WORK YOU'RE A ON THEIR TRAIN- 
PART OF RECEIVES you ING RUINS AND 
ACCOLADES, MORE AVE ACcOM- __ INTONATION 
SO THAN WHEN PLEX ABOLIT PRACTICE. 
YOu YOU RECEIVE YOUR DIRTY 
ACTUALLY THEM FOR 
HATE BELL YOURSELF. 
PEPPERS TO 
A FAULT. 










STARTING. 
TO LIKE 
FIEYON, 
JUST A 

LITTLE. 


ARE YOU 
PERHAPS ONE 
OF MY FANS? 








you 
FIGURED 
THAT OUT 
TOO, DIDN'T 
YOU? 


FELLOW 
PEPPER- 
HATER! 


EVEN THOUGH : 
T NEVER SAID I CAN'T 
ANYTHING ABOUT BELIEVE... 
MY DISLIKE FOR 
BELL PEPPERS 
PUBLICLY... 


ACTUALLY 
I DON'T 
LIKE THEM 


ITS TASTE 
IS JUST TOO 


YOU ADD IT, THE 

ENTIRE DISH BE- 

COMES PEPPER- 
FLAVORED. 








UNLIKELY 27 
THINGS DO HK 
HAPPEN [yy 


Mi 
TIMES. 


g 3 He's ba 
| ALSOMAKING ee 





CONTI, JUS Toes FEEL, LIKE, 
MILLIONS...IT'S— ABANDON, AQUA REALLY 
NOT OUT OF THE AND CHASE CAN FALL 


THIS| GUY... FOR fat | 






















































































AND HE LOOKS 
REALLY DIFFERENT 
IN PERSON. 


BUT IN REAL 
LIFE HE LOOKS 
UNEXPECTEDLY 

SLENDER, TO SAY 

THE LEAST... 


PIEYON’S 
SUCH A NICE 
PERSON FOR MAK- 
ING TIME FOR US 
EVERYDAY EVEN 
THOUGH HE'S 
SUCH A BUSY 


| AHAHA... oe 


1 COULD 
LAUGH TILL 
KINGDOM COME 
IF MY ella 
MADE THAT 
SILLY eee 














LOOKS SO 
BUFF IN HIS 
VIDEOS... 


DON'T 
YOU THINK 
HE LOOKS A 
LOT LIKE AQLI- 
TAN FROM 
BEHIND? 
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ur eerore THE 7 // 
ACHES FIRST 


ed 
@ THE Nl 
NEW B-KOM' 
CONCERT! wi 


4 HAPPEN? 














THERE'S 
NOT A SINGLE REALLY HATE 
THING | LIKE Oe 


ABOUT HIM! 











: THEY'RE {\ 
IMA \ 

$0 DISRE- |\\ 
Bou Cnneae \ mayee! SPECTFUL j\\\\ 


ew taal 4 N qnouto give 7 ME! 
\ 
I) OF MY MIND 


THAT LONG? 





YUP WE 
MET ON SET 
AS Ki0s! 


EVEN THOUGH 
BACK THEN HE 


WAS LIKE AN 
ANGEL, HE GREW 

\ Up 10 BE $0 

TN REVOLTING. 





























AT LAST, 
TOMOR- 
HOW ARE ROW'S THE 
THE GIRLS CONCERT. 
DOING? 


| THINK 
THEY'VE 
IMPROVED 

ALOT. 





DANCING HAS 
ALWAYS BEEN 
POLISHED... 


MEMCHO 
IS DEFTLY 
AWARE OF HER 
SURROUND- 
INGS AS SHE 


ARIMA 
IS EARNEST 
/\ AND A QUICK 
ARE NO ‘ ; LEARNER... 
NOTICEABLE } 
MISTAKES IN 
HER PERFOR- 
MANCE. 





THANK YOU 
FOR TAKING THE 
TIME TO HELP 
OUT ON YOUR 
DAY OFF. 


BUT 
TM A BIT 
SHOCKED... 


OK. 


act 

AND _ “HAVE THEM. 
THENGET PRACTICE 
PLENTY THEIR STAGE 
OF aaa AWARENESS 


DON'T 
MENTION IT! 
THOSE GIRLS 
HAVE GROWN 

ON ME. 








HMM? 

































































I HAVE 
NO IDEA... 
IF 
YOU CAN, 
YOU CAN, T 
GUESS? 











DEFINITELY 
REJECT ANy- 
THING I SAID 


TO THEM. 





THAT 
NO ONE NO- 
TICED YOU ARE 
PRETENDING 
TO BE ME. 








. : THAT'S 


\ SQ) IMPRESSIVE. 
WN 


GOING OUT 
OF THE WAY 
TO IMPERSON- 
ATE ME... 





BUT THEY WOULD 
OBEDIENTLY ACCEPT 
WHATEVER PIEYON 
HAS TO SAY. 


STRONG AS 
YOU THINK... 





UNDERESTIMATE 
THE IMPORTANCE 
OF SLEEP. 


THE 
DAMAGE FROM 
STAYING UP ALL 

NIGHT LASTS 
FOR THREE 


DAYS 
AND YOUR 


ATTRACTIVENESS 
DROPS BY ONE THIRD 
ACCORDING TO SOME 

UNIVERSITY RE- 


AT LEAST 
DAI@O SAID 
M100 ALL 
EXCITED! ea. 





THAT YOU'RE 


SO EXCITED. 










iA q / = 


HOW CAN 
YOU KEEP 
YOUR SPIRITS 
$0 HIGH? 









WE COULD BE 










AND YET BOOED OFF THE NO ONE CAN 
STAGE BECAUSE PREDICT WHAT 
ae = OR MAYBE WE GOT ON VIA WILL HAPPEN 
~ TOMORROW, 
NO ONE EVEN CONNECTIONS 
SHOWS UP TO 


WATCH US IN 
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f} 
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uf } 
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NEVER 
EXPERIENCING 
ENT, 





LINTIL DEATH CAME 
FOR ME. 

















I FEEL SORRY HAVING AN 
FOR YOU, NOT IDOL TO ROOT 


KNOWING WHAT FOR MADE MY 
IT'S LIKE... 
























































I WON- 
DER WHERE 
SENSE! IS 


TM SURE 

HE'S STILL 
BECOME A CRAZY ABOUT 
POPULAR IDOLS. 


EVERYONE 
STILL SEES ME 
AS A CHILD 
ACTOR. 


I 
WOULDN'T 
KNOW... 























ANYWAY, L 
WAS SURPRISED 
TOH 


EAR THAT 
WAS A 
SHUT-IN. 





I WONDER 
WHAT HE 
LOOKS LIKE 
UNDER THAT 
MASK... 








HE 
STUBBORNLY 


REFUSES TO 
TAKE IT OFF SO 
I'VE BEEN 
CURIOUS, 






























































THERE ARE 
QUITE A LOT OF 
UNDERGROUND 

IDOL GROUPS 
ON THIS ONE. 


OUT OF THE 

TEN FESTIVAL 
STAGES, WE'RE 
ON THE STAR 


COURSE, I WISH WE 


AH... 
I'M GETTING 
NERVOUS 


AND YOUR 
ATTRACTIVENESS 
DROPS BY ONE 
IT'S LIKE DAI@O SAID THIRD ACCORDING 
A GAME OF SOMETHING TO SOME UNIVER- 
TELEPHONE... LIKE THAT. SITY RESEARCH. 


THAT'S COULD'VE BEEN 
DREAMING ON THE MAIN 
WAY TOO STAGE... 


DAMAGE FROM 
STAYING UP ALL 
NIGHT LASTS 
FOR THREE 
DAYS... 





DANCING 


WE'D 

HAVE WELL, 
A PROB- B-KOMACHI'S 
LEM IF WE CHOREOGRAPHY 
DIDN'T GET ISN'T EASy. 


/$ OUR 
FOCUS. 


& 
SLEE EA) 
WIN KA 





2/FIGNOSL NI SI AFINID 
SIAHL LINSIS V Sve 


SHINO KO 


NEXT ISSUE, THE:SERIESIS.ON A BREAK. i] \ 








ecaaTaner 
OSHINO KO WILERESUME WN YOUNG JUMP #16,(3/18) \\ 











HE'S NOT 
THEY THAT BLIFF, 
SURE I'D TAKE SWAPPED? THOUGH. 
AN THE LESSONS __ 
= SERIOUSLY? 





ONLY USE THE 
DRESSING ROOM 
BY THE STAGE 


JUST BEFORE 
YOUR TURN TO 
PERFORM. 




































































| | : \. Pr: F 
i ka EAR 


































THINGS 
ARE GONNA 
GET BUSY SO 
NOW'S THE TIME 
TO GRAB A BEN- 
TO AND GET 
PREPARED. 











ARE HUNDREDS 
OF PERFORMERS 
AND THEIR HELPERS 
PACKED IN THIS VENUE, 

SO THERE ISN'T 
MUCH SPACE 
FOR LUG- 
THERE GAGE. 
AREN'T CHANGING 
ROOMS EITHER SO 
YOU CHANGE IN 
PARTITIONED 





ONLY SECTION 
WITH SOME SENSE 
OF ORDER IS THE 


DERGROLUND OF COURSE, 
AND ASPIRING FAMOUS GROUPS 
IDOLS ARE GIVEN INVITED TO PERFORM 
THIS KIND OF ON THE MAIN STAGE 
TREATMENT. ARE GIVEN THEIR 

OWN DRESSING 


IF 
YOU WANT 


THE UPGRADE, 
YOU'D BETTER 
BECOME FA- 
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ARE YOU 
A ALRIGHT? 














T'VE BEEN IN 
THIS INDUSTRY 
SINCE I STARTED 
DRINKING FROM 
MILK BOTTLES. 


AS IF THIS IS 
ENOUGH TO MAKE 
ME NERVOUS. 

















IWHOSEIEATES) 
AREIRESTINGION] 
WM SHOLILZERS? 


I CAN'T LET DOWN 
THE PEOPLE WHO 
HAVE PLACED THE/R 
FAITH IN ME... 


IF I FALL, 
EVERYONE 
FAILS. 











OF DASAPPROVAL 
AND DISAPPOINT- 
MENT... 


























TM SURE YOU 
CAN FIND WORK 
AT A NORMAL 
AGENCY... 


FOR 
NOW, LET'S 
WAIT AND SEE 
BEFORE DECIDING 
ON THE NEXT 
RELEASE... 





CUSTOMERS 
WHO BOUGHT 
CDS MAY ATTEND 
THE EVENT. 





THERE ARE 
NO WORDS 
TO DESCRIBE 


"THATIENTE Romy 
| \TAINERSIGO 
THROUGH... 


ARIMA KAN, IA 
NEW SINGLE 


WELL, FOR 
NOW... 


IS THERE 
ANY WORK I 


WE ARE 
AN AGENCY 
FOR CHILD 


sO ACTORS... 
WE DON'T 
REALLY DEAL 
WITH WORK FOR 
ACTRESSES 
YOUR AGE. 








| OF 

you NNN, COURSE IT's 
SHOULD REST . 1), “ALRIGHT, 
WELL 700 


Gi 


BODY NEED ME 
ANYMORE? 





CARES ABOUT 
ME NOW THAT 
TM NO LON- 
GER A CHILD 
ACTRESS. 





IDE ABECOME] 
REX HOSETINTERNE TS 
PTEORLIMICOMMENTS 2 


AP 
EGVEIGOTTAI 
THINGS 

















M 
S/ GRADUALLY 
Y LOSING IT AS 

ING 















































DON'T BE 
I HAVEN'T sTupip! 
LLEN SO 


YOU SOUND FA 
LIKE A SCARED FAR AS TO 
PUPPY BARKING = WARRANT 


NONSTOP... YOUR WOR- 
RYL 


ON), ey 








ITS NOT 
ALRIGHT | 
AT ALL! 















| WOULDN'T 
THINK TWICE 
\\ ABOUT TAKING 
\\\ THE STAGE 

ALONE, 








BUT THe 
TIME 

HERE WITH 
YOU GUYS 
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BEING IN 
A TEAM... 



























































TAKE ON ALL THE 
RESPONSIBILITY 


BY YOURSELF. 


PEOPLE THINK O} 
YOUR CAREER UP 
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About the Tokyo Idol Festival (TIF) 


The current arc in OnK revolves around JIF, Japan Idol Festival, which is a reference to TIF, Tokyo Idol Festival. 






ZUF LEAR 
Fuji TV,Heatiquarters 
Fe 


TIF is a 3-day event that is held annually in summer from 2010 to Cl 
2019, but was cancelled in 2020 due to Covid-19. f 


TIF is an enormous event, hosting over 200 idol groups and almost : — Hae 
90 thousand total fans in 2019. It uses several stages around the ee wr 
southwest portion of Odaiba, as shown in the map on the right. Ons: 





Performances occur concurrently at multiple stages. Smile Garden, 
Dream Stage, and Festival Stage are all outside, so they can be 
viewed for free, but they have a paid section as well. The other 
stages all require an entry fee, with proof of payment given in the 
form of a wristband that you have to wear for every day you are at 
the event. 





22/7 on the outdoor Dream Stage Niji no Conquistador on the HOT Stage 


On top of just performances, there are lots of other things going on, such as Tokyo Gravure Idol Festival, which 
hosts magazine models and the like; talk shows where the idols speak about their experiences or their goals for the 
future; booth events where fans can pay to meet their favourite idols and take pictures with them; and even smaller 
happenings such as idol groups taking turns to sell ice cream at a booth. 


Although in the past the event has focused mainly on traditional idols, the digital event in 2020 brought in several 
changes, such as the addition of virtual YouTubers, including members of GEMS COMPANY and Hololive, and 
anime idol voice actors, including Nijigasaki High School Idol Club and The iDOLM@STER Shiny Colors. It is yet to 
be seen if similar guests will appear in future years. 


If you are interested in idol culture but have never experienced it in real life before, TIF can be a great place to get a 
taste of all sorts of different kinds of idol groups, from traditional to alternative to groups that will make you question 
why they’re even called idols at all! Just make sure to stay hydrated and prepare to plan your day carefully to make 
sure that you arrive at your favourite groups’ stages well in advance. TIF also has special foreigner-only tickets every 
year, and even has an English version of their website. Do check it out! --Eiffel 


Sources and References: 

1. Tokyo Idol Festival on JP Wiki: https://ja.wikipedia.org/wiki/TOKYO IDOL FESTIVAL 

2. Tokyo Idol Festival 2019 official site http://www. idolfes.com/2019/lineup/ (English: http://www.idolfes.com/2019/eng/) 

3. Tokyo Idol Festival 2020 official site: http://www. idolfes.com/2020/ (English: http://www.idolfes.com/2020/enq/) 

4. Photos: Niji no Conquistador: https://popnroll.tv/articles/3848/images/28051, 22/7: http://bonjouridol.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/th_DSC_4013.jpg 
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Zepp Tokyo 


Despite being shown specifically in Chapter 36, Zepp Tokyo is generally not included as part of TIF. However, Zepp 
Diver City Tokyo is the usual location of the HOT Stage (an ironic name since it is indoors and has A/C), which is 
where the biggest groups such as Avex (SUPER%* GIRLS, WASUTA), Hello! Project (Angerme, Tsubaki Factory), 
and Sony (48, 46) idols tend to perform. Some less famous groups that have performed there are Niji no 
Conquistador and Kamiyado. 
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iii 


Another building that was shown in Chapter 37 is the 

Fuji Television Wangan Studio, which is somewhat 
infamous in TIF due to the fact that the Sky Stage on its 
roof requires fans to climb several flights of stairs to access. 





On a related note, according to Chapter 36, The Revived 
B-Komachi will be performing on the Star Stage, which is on the 
roof of the abovementioned Fuji TV Wangan Studio. 





This week’s appendix is a guest entry by Eiffel, a good friend of mine. Thanks for the help! --oldpier 


IS IT OK IF WE 
WATCH THE NEXT 
PERFORMANCE 


A STREAMER. 

SHE'S REALLY 

CUTE AND EN- 
TERTAINING. 


SHE'S IN AN 
IDOL GROUP 
CALLED B- 


SHE WAS 
RECENTLY IN 
THAT SHOW, 

LOVENOW. 








I'M SUR- 
PRISINGLY 


"7 EXPECTED, 
{| | 


















































WHITE 
ONES ARE SEEN 
\S SPECIAL, SO 


PEOPLE TEND TO 
FIGHT OVER 
THEM. 





IDOL CULTURT 
WOULD PICK. 





WANT TO SEE; / ; ' ALL THESE 
MEMCHO. NEW PEOPLE THAT 
CAME ARE WAVING 
YELLOW. ONES. 


BEEN HAPPIER IF 
SHE WAS THE 
CENTER. 


DO THEY 
MEASURE 





TOTALLY 
DIFFERENT. 


THIS 
ISN'T WHAT 
B-KOMACHI 

IS ABOUT. 


an 
Yt | ANN 


THE STAR, THE 
GROUP EXISTED 
THANKS TO 
HER. 








ROY 415 “wat i 
ye a Ae ro { 
; oy val i 
i 

Wy : i 


SHE 
SHE'S LOVES 
IT'S LIKE ALWAYS /00LS. 
SHE WAS ENJOYING 
BORN TO BE HERSELF. 





EVERY- 
H} LOOKING 


AT THEM. 





PLEASE... 
SOMEBODY 
LOOK AT ME. 


IVE BEEN 
KEEPING THIS 
CRY INSIDE ME 

FOR YEARS. 


JUST SAY 


“THAT GIRL 
SEEMS 
USEFUL” 


AND 
sens 
TO 
D IF YOU 
eo WOULD I'D 

















WOULD KEEP 
ME GOING 





SAY IT'S 
OK FOR ME TO 
BE HERE. 











HE LOOKS 


~, $0 STUPID! 


YOUM, 
\ 7 





ly WAVE|NOTHING © 
WELT WHITES, 


Tle 
MAKE YOU 
LOVE ME. 











FINALLY 
SMILING. 


THE CENTER 

GIRL IS JUST 
THE KIND THAT 
OTAKU LIKE. 


IT KINDA 
LIKE THAT 
GIRL TOO, 


THEY’D ALL 
BE THE PRET- 
TIEST GIRL IN 

ANY OTHER 





About Otagei (474) / Wotagei (773) 


Otagei refers to a type of dancing and cheering gestures 
involving jumping, clapping, arm-waving and chanting slogans 
performed by fans of Japanese idol singers at their concerts 
while they are performing as a form of support for the idols. 


Wotagei is the dance form derived from Otagei involving the 
use of cyalume (glow sticks). It originated from idol fans 
dancing to the music with the cyalume sticks while their idols 
perform on stage, and has since evolved into a dance form in 
its own right. 


Lumica, a manufacturer of these glow sticks, has organized 
several international wotagei dance competitions in recent 
years te-premete-sates-_oHheireyatume set preduets, 
causing a rise in interest for this kind of dance among 
international fans of Japanese subculture. 


About Hako-oshi (#8#£L) 


This chapter is titled “hako-oshi’” (lit. box 
pushing). \t refers to the support of an idol 
group as a whole instead of its individual 
members. 

Example sentence: / usually don’t put on a member-colored 
T-shirt at their concerts since I’m a hako-oshi. 





Not to be confused with DD (Daredemo Daisuki). 











In this chapter, Aqua was shown holding the colours of all 3 members of (the Revived) B-Komachi. Kana took 
offence at this because Aqua didn’t show his love for her and her alone by only waving a white-coloured cyalume 
stick for her, and thus called him a cheating bastard for being a hako-oshi. In fact, Aqua simply wants B-Komachi 
to succeed. What a siscon. --oldpier 


Sources and References: 
1. Otage on JP Wiki: hitps://ja.v a k/A Be 
Detailed article on what Otage/Wotage i is ‘about as well as its various moves: h 
Article promoting Lumica’s Cyalume Dance World Battle: a 
Wotagei photo by Androniki Christodoulou 
Quick EN definition on Hako-oshi: arope 
JP article on the concept of oshi: 
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AND 
SO I WENT 
BLISSFULLY 
UNAWARE... 








| POPULAR. 
\ 








I 
THOUGHT 
OF MYSELF 


<i 


Ale 


oe 


ihe 6 


U 
STANDING 
OUT AMIDST 
200 OTHER 
GIRLS ISN’T 
SO EASY. 








AND 
HAVING OUR 
PLATES FULL 

JUST DEALING 


I 
TRIED ALL 
SORTS OF 
DIFFERENT 


WITH- 

OUT KNOW- 
ING THE RIGHT 
THING TO DO, ALL 
MY_HARD WORK 
WAS NO BETTER 
THAN FUMBLING 
AROUND IN 
THE DARK. 





Wav 


IT 
COULD’VE 
BEEN WHEN 


THE WATCHING... 
RECORDING 
OF THE BIS |i\|j 
NEW YEAR'S [i 
CONCERT... 





AND 
REMEM- 


BERED THAT 
THIS |S WHAT I 
HAD WANTED 
TO BE. 














WHEN 
I REALIZ- 
ED I COULD 
NO LONGER 
CLING TO 
BEING AN 
IDOL. 





AT THAT 
MOMENT, I 
SNAPPED. 


FOLLOWING 
MY DREAMS 
TO BE AN 

















ONCE 
THE NOVEL- 
TY FADES, ALL 
THAT REMAINS 
1S A SLIGHTLY 
ENJOYABLE 
JOB. 


JUST LIKE 
IN THE BUSI- 
NESS WORLD, 
THERE WAS 


WN 1 BECAME 
] AN ENTER- 
TAINER. 


MY 
DREAMS 
CAME TRUE 
RELATIVELY 


a _ 


JUST LIKE 
AT SCHOOL,  ¥ 
THE PERSONAL 
RELATIONSHIPS fj 
WERE CHAL- 
LENGING. 








I'L SHOW 
YOU THE REAL 
ROPPONGI!! 


MY AGENCY'S 


y I TREMBLED AT 


= LZ ) RESTRICTIONS 
a | ) WERE TOUGH. 
WERE TIMES | 4 i, a t if | 


BUT IT Bi mw goa By 
SEEMED LIKE i aioe 
Every MONTH f[ # BA 6 a a 

SOMEONE ELSE 
DROPS OUT. 


aS ers, 
Be wien oh he 


I 
SUPPOSE 
ONLY THE 
CHOSEN 


FOR TH 
“EXPIRATION 
DA 





WHAT'LL 
IDO AFTER 
I QUIT? 


I DON'T HAVE 
ANY SAVINGS 
SO I'LL NEED TO 
START WORKING 
IMMEDIATELY. 


ASIF I 
WANTED TO 
JUST VANISH 


ASI 
GAZED UPON 


THE IDOLS WHO ff 


GAVE ME THIS 
EPIPHANY... 


THERE’S 
NOTHING 
LEFT FOR 
ME DOWN 


THIS PATH. 


NOR 
THAT 
SPIRIT. 


ONCE I 
DECIDED 
TO QUIT, L 


DIDN'T FEEL 
MOTIVATED 
AT ALL. 





17'S THE 
MOST DIFFICULT 
THING TO DO. 
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THE LAST 
INFORMATION 
ABOUT HER ON 
THE INTERNET. 














YOU GUYS 
WILL PROB- 


MORE AMAZING 





IF 
YOU THINK 
OF IT THAT 
WAY, IT'D BE A 
WASTE FOR ME 
TO GIVE YOU 
TOP MARKS 


Now. 
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NEXT, CHAPTER: T ts NEWS STony 
(ARCSURELY ISH?) 














WHEN WE WERE 
PRACTICING, 
WASN'T ITP ff 


WHAT'S NEXT FOR THE TWO BOUND BY "FATE*_I? | 
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TALK TO ME 
OTHERWISE, 
WOULD 
YOu? 
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AND 
THAT WAS YOu 


YOU WOULDN'T 
EVEN SPEAK TO 
ME, LET ALONE 
LISTEN TO MY 
COACHING. 








SOME STRANGE 
STUFF JUST CAUSE 
YOU WANTED TO TALK 
a ME. NOW all 

OUND OUT, YOU 


"RE 
THEEING ¥ SHAME, 
AREN'T YA? 


I'LL LET 


WHY ARE 
YOU RUN- 
WHY ARE 
YOU RUN- 
NING? 





WASN'T 
LIKE THAT 
AT FIRST. 


TO HIM LIKE 
THAT, HE WON'T 
BOTHER STICK- 
ING AROUND / THE KIND TO 
WITH You. GET INVOLVED 











ONII-CHAN 
BECOMES A 
LITTLE LIKE 
HIS OLD 
SELF. 


GOTTEN THE 

\ RIGHTS TO A 

1G IP AFTER 
SO LONG! 























WE'RE 
TALKING 2.50 / 
WHEN YOU SAY \ 
"STAGE PLAY | My 


ADAPTATION" \ \ DAUGHTER GOT 
RIGHT? H W WY - HOOKED AFTER 
| ! WATCHING THE 

ANIME. 


WE'R A = 
REPRODUCING THE \ 
ATMOSPHERE IN THE | SECURED A 
ORIGINAL WORK BY far HUGE BUDGET 
USING PROJECTION \ ff} FOR THIS SO 
MAPPING FOR L i <A WE'RE GOING 
WE'VE THE STAGE. | 


ALSO SECURED 





MANAGED 
TO CONVINCE 


“LALALIE THEAT- 
TIGHT EVERY- " \ RICAL COMPANY” 
WHERE IN THE \ Ay TO PARTNER 
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UP-AND-COMING 
PERFORMERS. 


I'M GIVING 
YOUR KIDS A 
gore CHANCE TO 


you wno SUCCEED, 








INTRODUCE 
THEM TO YOU 
BUT YOU'RE 
GONNA OWE 
ME ONE. 





Liked by memmem_cho_o and others 
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I DON'T 
REALLY GET IT, 
LOOKS FINE T 
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THE THEATRICAL iy ! | IS THIS 
TROUPE I'M PART ~ ABOUT "TOKYO 
OF, LALALIE, WILL BE A J BLADE"? 
IN THE SPOTLIGHT 2 
SO THEY'VE ALSO 
TALKED TO ME 








"LALALIE 
THEATRICAL 


SHE FELL 
IN LOVE 
I CAN STILL 
RECALL HOW 
THAT GIRL'S FACE 
CHANGED INTO 
A WOMAN'S. 


STARTED GOING 
| TO THEIR WORKSHOP, 4 
SHE STARTED ASKING ere i SHE STARTED PAYING 
ME FOR RESTAURANT | p< ‘MORE ATTENTION TO 
| RECOMMENDATIONS. f |) <7 a HER APPEARANCE. 
Eee x | 
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I WAS 
OFFERED 
THE ROLE 
OF “SAYA- 

HIME”. 


WHOEVER'S 
DOING THE CASTING 
DEFINITELY CHOSE US 
INTENTIONALLY. 


THEY 

LOVE ARGUING 

OVER WHETH- 
ER HE'LL END UP 
WITH THE HEROINE 
OR THE SIDEKICK 

AFTER EVERY 

CHAPTER. 


IS JUST A ORIGINAL 
SUPPORTING WORK FEATURES 


CHARACTER, BUT LOTS OF HETERO- 
HE'S WRAPPED UP SEXUAL RELA- 


IN THE ROMCOM 
ELEMENTS SO HE TONS: 
HAS MORE MALE 

FANS THAN 

YOU MIGHT 


THOUGH 

OF COURSE 
A LARGE PART 
OF THE FEMALE 
AUDIENCE ARE 
INTERESTED IN 

GAY PAIR- 

INGS. 


OF 
COURSE I'M 
JOINING. 


TWO CHAR- 
ACTERS ARE 
A COUPLE. 


I THOUGHT 
LIVE-ACTION 
2.50 REMAKES 
NORMALLY GO FOR 
BL ELEMENTS, IS 
THIS REALLY 
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YOU'RE 
MAKING YOURSELF 
IT’S COM- VULNERABLE TO 
MON SENSE BEING HARASSED 
TO SCHEDULE OR STALKED. 
THE PICTURES 


vO 
YOU REALLY 
WANT TO DRAG 
EVERYONE INTO 


YOU REALLY 
HAVEN'T LEARNT 
YOUR LESSON, 


HOW MANY \ 
YOU ALREADY BEEN ENCE WE 
QUIT AS AN LAST ACTED 
ACTRESS. TOGETHER? 


| WAS SURE 


APTER ALL 
YOU'RE AN 
af ae 





/ AH, THAT 
SAID, DIDN'T 


YOUSOLP DATING SHOW FINE Wnt GETTING 
OF — RECENTLY? | STUCK WITH ACTING 
A 


(T DOESN'T EVEN 
PAY WELL? 










SHOULD MOVE 
SOMEWHERE 
ELSE IF YOU'RE 


SINCE BACK 
THEN, EVERY 
SINGLE ROLE I 
WANTED WAS 
TAKEN AWAY 


FROM ME... 





FOR 
AN ACTRESS 
BE BORN 
IN THE SAME 
YEAR AS THAT 
PRODIGY. 
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THE 
ACTRESS WHO IS 
CALLED A GENIUS |. 

RIGHT NOW. 
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MAGIC F 
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}THE:SERIES WILL'BE.ON A BREAK NEXT|WEEK! 
NEXT|CHAPTER RELEASES IN DOUBLE-ISSUE\VJ216:22 (APR22) 





About 2.5D Stage Play / Musical Adaptations 


This is a type of modern Japanese theatre production based on popular Japanese 
anime, manga, or video games. The “2.5D” part of the term was coined to 
describe stories presented in a 2D medium being brought to real life. Some 
examples of such 2.5D productions include: 
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Yowamushi Pedal (complete with handlebars Touken Ranbu (“gay swords”) 
without the rest of the bicycle) 





Prince of Tennis Nurutu 


The works that get adapted tend to be titles that feature a huge cast of 
characters, each with their unique personalities. They also tend to be those that 
are popular among females, as the audience for stage play adaptations tend to 
be mostly female. Reasons for the popularity include: 

- Being able to see pretty faces on stage 

- Seeing their favourite gay pairing(s) from the manga in real life 

- | don’t know man, I’m literally the opposite of a fujoshi. 





Sources and References: 


1. 2.5D musical on wikipedia: 
2. 2.5D musical on JP wiki: V | 
3. Stage Dramas: The 2.5D that is Captivating ‘Girls’ Hearts 


4. Research Sei about 2.5D musicals s (here are tons. of research papers on this topic out there) 


5. Why are Anime- Based a Stage Plays So 0 Popular? (ANN adios 


6. Online Webiier about 2. 5D musical a (2021/0180) 





The Guy Who Waris to Work Back 


led Chick 
a sie a cyatt by Akasalea Aka 


FILE, ACER STRAWBERRY 


ASKED TO HELP “4 
"EON . ARE AFFILI- 
aie ATED TO. 


AQUA, 
WANNA 
HELP OUT 


re en 





a Ah 


pee 


LLL HUST 
GET IT DONE 
> QUICKLY AND 5 
= GO HOME... 


“ryt 


I HAVE 
ALREADY 
EDITED THE 
VIDEO SO COULD 
YOU JUST ADD 
THE SUBTITLES 
ACCORDING TO 
THE FORMAT? 
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